
Why the New Lenox Community Park District’s tax rate is capped 

In Illinois, park districts are not allowed to raise property taxes freely. State law puts a strict 
limit (a “cap”) on how much property tax money they can collect each year. 

What the cap does: 

 The Park District can usually only increase its total tax income by a small amount each 
year (tied to inflation). 

 Even if costs go up or the community grows, the District cannot collect more than the 
cap allows unless voters approve it. 

Why this law exists: 

 To protect taxpayers from sudden or large tax increases. 
 To make sure any bigger increase must be approved by voters through a referendum. 

Important thing to know: 

 A capped tax rate does not always mean your tax bill stays the same. 
 Individual tax bills can still change based on property values and other taxing bodies. 
 But the Park District’s share is controlled and limited by law. 

Bottom line: 
The Park District isn’t choosing to keep taxes capped — state law requires it. If the District 
ever needed to collect more than the cap allows, the community would get to vote on it. 

 


